






Director Report – WECA Education and Lobby Days: April 1-2, 2025 
Christine Beadles 
 
 
Tuesday, April 1 
 
An arm chair discussion with Senator Howard Marklein, Rob Richard, and Joe Mesec kicked off 
the day.  They spoke on the current divisiveness in politics and Senator Marklein feels that, in 
actuality, the day-to-day business in the Capitol is not as bad as the public perceives it to be. He 
says that everyone has cordial conversations, and they try to work through difficult topics 
together.  
 
Phil Irwin, president and CEO of Federated Rual Electric Insurance, gave an overview of 
insurance claims over the past several years. He also discussed the life saving rules of 
cooperatives such as 1) Use gloves and sleeves, 2) Apply proper insulating material, 3) Test lines 
and apply personal grounds, and 4) to be sure to have a designated observer on the ground that 
is not afraid to speak up. 
 
Ellen Nowak, American Transmission Company, and Ben Porath, Dairyland Power Company, 
presented the primary issues that need to be taken to the Capitol. These include: 1) supporting 
Right of First Refusal, 2) supporting WI’s Legislative Commitment to Advancing Nuclear Energy, 
3) supporting Nuclear Power Siting Study, 4) supporting WI Hosting a Nuclear Power Summit, 5) 
supporting Eradication of Wild Parsnip, and 6) opposing Third Party and Community Solar. 
 
Marcus Hawkins, Public Service Commission of Wisconsin, was a very engaging speaker even 
though much of what he talked about was over my head. At one point he talked about how, 
with the increasing use of solar, the high-risk energy periods will move from the hot mid-
summer times to the cold winter months and polar vortex events. 
 
Nate Boettcher, Pierce Pepin Cooperative Services, and Nate Melby, Dairyland Power 
Cooperative presented information on and examples of AI. Some of the uses currently being 
implemented are podcast generation, data analysis, customer support, and graphics. A new 
term for me, as it pertains to AI, was hallucinations. Hallucinations in AI is when an answer or 
result just doesn’t make sense. They also expressed how there is a fear that AI will replace 
people, but they say it just makes them more efficient. 
 
Finally, a very interesting session on Fusion/Fission and Nuclear energy was given by Doug 
Endrizzi and Dev Ashish Khaitan, nuclear scientists from Realta Fusion. Again, much of this was 
beyond my comprehension, but they were very energetic and passionate about their work. 
They also explained the challenges involved with fusion such as:  cost competitiveness, steady 
state technologies, radiation (although not on the scale of fission), materials that can handle the 
100s of millions of degrees, supply chain infrastructure, finding enough qualified people to 
study this, and licensing. Wisconsin could very well be groundbreaking in the nuclear energy 
arena. 



Wednesday, April 2 
 
We went to the Capitol to take the concerns of Wisconsin cooperatives to our State Senators 
and State Representatives. Those that represent the members in my district are Representative 
Rob Summerfield and Senator Jesse James. They seemed very receptive to all of the issues on 
our agenda. 
 
 
Summary 
 
The topics of ROFR and nuclear energy are so important to keeping Wisconsin’s energy costs 
down and keeping our environment clean. We need to keep pushing for governmental 
assistance in the nuclear realm as it comes with extreme costs, but Wisconsin can be a front 
runner in the nuclear energy field and that is a win-win. 
 
This entire experience was so interesting and beneficial to me. I learned so much my brain is 
full, but I also realized just how much I have yet to learn. I really enjoyed all of the speakers, 
even though I was lost a lot of the time. It is my nature to want to understand it all, but I have to 
remember that it takes time. 



April 2, 2025 

Directors Report 

This month on April pt and 2nd I was able to attend Education and Lobby Days in Madison. Chris 

Bead less, Sandy Schara, CEO/G M Kurt Harris and myself were the attendants this year 

representing JREC. This is a 2 day state get together to go to the capital and speak to our 

legislators about current legislative issues we would like to see move forward in the next budget 

cycle. It was Election Day in Wisconsin with a Supreme Court race that was getting national 

attention. 

Many of the speakers over to the days were about the new issue of Al (artificial Intelligence) 
These data processing centers that will be required will need massive amounts of electricity and 
what is the plan on how utilities are going to meet that demand. Marcus Hawkins 
Commissioner of Public Service of Wisconsin noted that there has been 20 years of flat load 
growth, and now we are expecting a very large load growth due to data procession centers at 
MISO. 

Ellen Nowak and Ben Porath spoke about RO FER (Right of first Refusal) Assembly Bill 25. This 

bill has to do with building new transmission lines in Wisconsin. WECA is in favor of ROFER. 

Solar is coming on quickly and will surpass wind. The MISO market which we get some of our 

power from is now located in 15 states. 

There was a really interesting presentation by Doug Endrizzi an experimental Scientist and Dev 
Ashish Khaitan a Senior Nuclear scientist at the University of Wisconsin of Reita Fusion. They 
are doing research on producing energy from fusion. They have 4 fusion devices at the 
university now and are working closely with other research labs around the world. I recently 
read an article claiming Wisconsin could become the next Silicone Valley due to its nuclear 
fusion research. We have an endless supply of material, and there is no waste. 

Following the day time schedule, there was a reception and followed by the auction which is an 
annual fund raiser for the Federated Youth scholarships. It was a fun night networking and 
visiting with other Directors. 

The next morning, we met early for a breakfast and a few brief presentations before we walked 
over to the Capital to meet with our legislators. We were able to meet up with Assemblymen 
Rob Summerfield and Senator Jessy James. It was a good day and overall, a successful event. I 
appreciate the opportunity to be able to go and represent JREC at these events. I realize that its 
difficult for some of the other Directors to get away for these gatherings, but I'm hoping 
everyone will be able to go at sometime in the future. 

Joe Lorence/ Director 
District# 3 





Sandy Schara 
District 9 Director Report 
April 2025 
 

The Education and Lobby Days held in Madison on April 1-2, 2025, did not disappoint.  The 
Concourse Hotel always does an excellent job of hosting this event.  With their dedicated 
staff, the meetings and food prep goes seamlessly every year.   
 
The opening day started off with a welcome message from Rob Richard, president and 
CEO, WI Electric Cooperative Association. 
 
State Senator Howard Marklein was presented with the "Steve Freese Champion of Electric 
Cooperatives" award.  He is serving his 3rd term as a State Senator.  He was re-appointed 
as a co-chair of JFC for the 2005-26 session.   
 
Phil Irwin, President and CEO of Federated Rural Electric Insurance Exchange gave a brief 
report about Federated which is the leading provider of property and casualty insurance for 
rural electric facilities.   
 
Marcus Hawkins, Commissioner, Public Service Commission of WI was appointed to that 
position by Governor Tony Evers on April 8, 2024.  He is a very intelligent man and has 
degrees in both nuclear and mechanical engineering.   
 
I mean no disrespect by my following comments.  Anybody out there who were watchers of 
the T.V. show "The Big Bang Theory"?  The caption on the agenda for these next two 
presenters was "A Bright Future for Fusion in WI". Doug Endrizzi, experimental scientist, 
AKA- Sheldon Cooper and Dev Ashish Khaitan, senior nuclear scientist AKA- Rajesh 
Koothrappaoli took the stage and had the crowd mesmerized by their intellect.  I think we 
all sat there with that look on our face of WTH are they talking about.  It was, for sure, a live 
performance of the show.  I don't think anyone had any "takeaways" from their presentation 
but it was amazing to see what brilliance there is in this world.   
 
The reception at night and the auction events were once again a big hit and a lot of fun.  In 
case anyone is wondering, the leg lamp went for a whopping $800 this year. 
 
On Wednesday morning, I met with Senator Romaine Quinne and Representative Chanz 
Green.  Our group met with both of them together.  That worked out great.  The main topic 
was ROFR.  Christopher KIopel from Bayfield Electric was our spokesperson.   
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Sandy Schara 




