






My report from the NRECA Regional Meeting in Minneapolis. 

 

I registered on Monday, September 16 and received the voting credentials. 

The opening general session was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by MC Lynn Jacobson from 
North Dakota. 

An opening prayer was done by Angela Carlson. 

Erin Pressley, Sr. Vice President of training and events for NRECA introduced the directors 
from each state.   

 

Jim Matheson (CEO NRECA) talked about being in Westby with President Biden when he 
announced that 73 billion was given for the investments to our utilities.  Jim also said the 
coops stand out because we care about the community.  He also said the NRECA is rated 
the most effective organization in the country and that we are good at challenges like 
upgrading our outdated electric grid. 

 

Ken Macken is the director of safety programs for NRECA.  He showed us a picture taken 
with some minors from 1948.  They were holding a sign that said, "Always use Safety".  He 
stated that we should all carry this sign and be an ambassador for that sign.  He 
encouraged people to attend the safety leadership summit April 22-24 in Arlington, TX. 

 

Phil Irwin, President and CEO of Rural Electric Power Exchange  

• Federated Ins. had its first claim in 1965. 
• Safety, Service and Stability is their mission statement. 
• There were 124 claims for contact with wires last year. 
• There were 23 direct contact with lines for linemen last year. 

 

Nick Pascale, Deputy general counsel 

• He asked the question, “Should the coops use AI and how should they use it?” 
• Don't panic, don't forget and don't assume.  Keep calm and do not let AI do the work. 



• He also talked about how people panicked and freaked out when the printing press 
was invented.   

• He asked Suri, “What is AI for the coops?”  This is the answer he got. Here are the 
ABC’s and 123’s of AI: 

A                                                            B                               C 

1. Access/Authority                         1. Bias                             1. Cyber, Privacy 

2. Accuracy                                 2. Black Box            2. Copyright IP 

3. Accountability/Autonomy         3. Big Data                3. Contracts, controls, 
compliance 

 

Lots of material and information covered in just one day.  It was really enjoyable talking with 
other co-op directors.  Most of the people I had contact with were from Iowa, South and 
North Dakota and Illinois.  It was a great experience. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Sandy Schara 

 


