




February 2020 Report 
District 5 
Wm van Doorn 
 
On Wednesday, the 5th of February, most of the board and staff attended an informational meeting in 
Holcombe in conjunction with Chippewa Valley Cooperative. Dairyland Power personal were giving an 
in-depth explanation on the new billing options. The two choices are time of use and a flat rate. It 
appears that JREC is opting for the time of use billing system. This process will give many of our 
members the ability to flex their usage time and save on their electric expenses. This does have to be a 
conscience effort on their part but does not have to disrupt their present lifestyle, whether a home or 
business activity. Is this complicated? Yes, but mostly on the Coops part. This is only possible because 
we as a Coop have updated our meters and computer systems. Was this a good meeting? Yes, but only 
because of the attendee’s questions that had to be answered. I believe this could have been addressed 
at the following weeks meeting in Barron. 
 
As previously mentioned, we attended a Dairyland Power district meeting on the 13th of February. It 
was announced that the CEO of DPC will be retiring. 
 
It was noted that the huge Dairyland coal plant south of La Crosse will be closing in the near future. 
Mostly due to carbon emissions and the mandating of the current trends in the industry. The plan to 
build a natural gas plant in the Superior area is still the plan. Natural gas produces 60% less carbon than 
a coal plant does and can be fired up to supplement wind or solar energy in 15 minutes. This contrasts 
with a full day for a coal plant. 
 
John Young, Assistant Vice President, of DPC gave a short update version of the upcoming rate changes 
that we received in Holcombe. 
 
It was noted that all new transmission lines will have broad band capability, so as to facilitate future 
fiber expansion. We were also told that there are loan monies available to Coops and or members for 
innovative and efficient electrification projects. 
 
Attendees of this meeting were informed that we can contact Jeff Springer for educational visits to 
businesses concerning electric cars, battery storage and charging stations. 
 
DPC ended the meeting with a message that cyber security will probably be an issue for the foreseeable 
future. 
Just a note that the building project at the Ladysmith headquarters is on schedule and on budget. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
District 5 Director  
Bill van Doorn 
 



Jane Reich 
District 1 
 
On Feb.5th I attended a Rate Study joint meeting with Chippewa Valley Electric and DPC 
facilitators.  Most of our board, Jim Anderson, CEO, and much of the JREC staff attended.  This was well 
needed to give input into the reasoning to believe we need change in how we do rates.  Jim has spoken 
with us on this and the DPC executives were very helpful in making us have a more informed view from 
an overall perspective.  I want to thank John Petska of CVE for his insight into bringing us the 
opportunity to join in; bringing more cooperative directors together to collectively be involved.   
 
On February 13, most of our board attended the annual DPC. 
 











February Report: 
 
Besides attending the Rate Design Overview from Dairyland Power Cooperative, I also attended The 
District meeting at Barron and Lobby Days in Madison January 28-29, 2020. 
 
Here are a few of the highlights from Lobby Days.   
* Dr. Charles Franklin, who is the director of the Marquette Law School Poll.   
   *Two counties in Wisconsin have very low voter turnout and Sawyer County is one of them.   
   *The NW part of Wisconsin is declining in population. 
 
*An 11-member volunteer crew from Wisconsin, Iowa and Illinois Electric Cooperatives spent 18 days in 
sweltering humidity and temperatures exceeding 90 degrees to electrify 50 homes, a church, a school 
and a medical outpost in a Guatemalan village. 
*The trip was organized by the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association.   
*The tiny village of Tierra Blanca Chixoy is in the rainforest of north-central Guatemala.   
*Some of the members of this volunteer group spoke and it was so interesting to hear their 
stories.  They said they didn't even need light bulbs to light up their homes because their smiles lit them 
up by themselves.  What a great story. 
 
There was a lot of talk of Broadband expansion. 
*Millions of rural Americans are locked out of the modern economy simply because of their zip code. 
*Electric cooperatives are committed to rural America. 
*With the digital age developing in the 1980's and 1990's there is a demand for electric cooperatives to 
take on an additional role of providing high-speed internet services.   
*There is one more key element that is needed in Wisconsin--utilization of easements to deploy 
broadband. 
*There are currently 11 states that have adopted laws giving electric cooperatives the ability to use 
easements of their electric poles to also deploy broadband networks. 
*This has been proven to work in other states--utilizing existing infrastructure for the cooperatives to 
deploy broadband. 
*It can, and will, work in Wisconsin too. 
 
This completes my report for this month. 
 
Sandy Schara 
 






